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For our diocesan family: that we  show Christian compassion and concern for

all who are homebound, lonely and bearing heavy burdens in this time of
pandemic, we pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer. 
(from our Universal Prayer Suggestions)

Pour notre famille diocésaine: que nous montrions la compassion Chrétien et le
souci pour tous ceux qui sont à la maison, solitaire et portant de lourds

fardeaux en cette période de pandémie, Nous prions le Seigneur.
Seigneur entendez notre prière.

(Suggestions de prière universelle)

Liturgical Dates

July 11
St. Benedict

July 15
St. Bonaventure

July 16
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

July 22
St. Mary Magdalene

Daily Prayers for Our Clergy

July 6
Fr. Angus MacDougall

July 7
Fr. Martin MacDougall

July 8
Fr. Everett MacDow

July 9
Fr. Angus MacGillivray

July 10
Fr. Donald MacGillivray

July 11
Fr. Daniel MacInnis

July 12
Fr. George MacInnis

From the Diocese

Questions about returning to Mass and the new protocols? See our blog. 

Parishes are working individually to implement protocols for reopening.
Please check with your parish for times and procedures for attending
Mass in person.

"As a Diocese, we must continue to work together and assume the
responsibility for re-opening our churches for the public celebration of Mass and
the sacraments. We continue to ask for your full co-operation and patience as
we do our very best to welcome back the faithful. At the core of who we are, as
disciples of Christ is our love for God and love of our neighbour. Our hunger to
return to our place of worship reveals our love for God. In the midst of this
pandemic, we must absolutely be mindful of the safety of our neighbours. The
risk of COVID-19 exposure and spread is still with us. While celebrations will be
adapted to minimize this risk, it is hoped that our worship experience remains
life-giving as we break open the Word of God and are fed by the Body of Christ.

Those who may not be able to attend church for health reasons or due to
capacity restrictions are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. I
encourage parishes to continue to livestream, video or provide radio coverage
of Masses.

May God bless each of you and those that you love. Welcome home."

Bishop Wayne Kirkpatrick
Bishop of Antigonish
 

Prayer inspired by the Message for Sea Sunday (12 July 2020)
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development

Sea Sunday is a day set aside to remember and pray in a special way for the
people who work at sea, far away from their countries, loved ones and local
churches. Sea Sunday is usually celebrated July 12, but due to changes and
challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic, we are invited this year to offer
this prayer at any time. See the full message on our blog.

Holy Virgin Mary, sign of the maternal face of God,
with filial confidence we turn to you in the current pandemic.
Keep in your Immaculate Heart the seafarers, the fishermen and their families,
who with their work are ensuring the human family with food and other basic
needs.
Sign of the closeness of the Father,
support them in their trials and protect them from all dangers: isolation and
severe physical and mental stress, long periods spent on board ships, distance
from their family, friends and from their own country, fear of contamination,
piracy attacks and attempted attacks, armed robberies.
Sign of the mercy of the Son,
help Stella Maris chaplains and volunteers to listen to the people of the sea,
trying to respond to their material and spiritual needs,
standing by their side, raising their concerns,
upholding their labor rights and preventing discrimination.
Sign of the fruitfulness of the Spirit and advocate of seafarers, bring
unscrupulous ship-owners, crewing agencies and managers back to the way of
justice who,
using the excuse of the pandemic,
dismiss their obligations towards seafarers.
Let us stand in solidarity with those who have lost their income.
Sign of consolation and sure hope,
tenderly embraces coronavirus victims, especially the seafarers who committed
suicide.
Star of the Sea, pray for us. Amen!

Congratulations to our Graduates of 2020!
Emmaus Centre now offers an online pop-up shop of beautiful items for
that special graduate.
Browse and order online, or by phone or email, for pickup at our Diocesan
Pastoral Centre in Membertou, NS.
https://www.antigonishdiocese.com/emmaus-centre/

Help Our Parishes
During closures due to the public health threat of Covid-19, our parishes are
losing important sources of collection and fundraising income. The diocesan
Business Office is accepting donations for parishes during this time.
To donate:
- Use the 'Donate' button at the top of our website 
- Use the 'Donate to our Parishes Now' button below
- E-transfer your donation to cathy@dioceseofantigonish.ca 
- Use the Giving button on MyParish App
- Mail your cheque (please do not send cash) to:
Diocese of Antigonish, PO Box 100, Sydney, NS B1P 6G9
Thank you!

Development and Peace is extending its Share Lent Campaign with a Stations
of the Cross connecting us to Care of our Common Home.
A Station will be shared here each week.
According to the Book of Genesis, God placed humanity in the Garden of Eden, a
place where an order of things reigns. The garden had everything necessary for
humanity to live a blessed existence in harmony with God and nature. God entrusted
humankind with the stewardship of this garden. He asked them to care for it, to
cultivate it and bequeath it to their descendants. But humans shattered this original
harmony. To restore this harmony, God sent his son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life
out of love for broken humanity. 
Solidarity, by enabling the human family to fully share the treasure of material and
spiritual goods, requires us to care unconditionally for the earth, nature and all
members of the human family.  It is difficult to live this form of love when the
structures of society put the accumulation of goods, revenues and profit before the
well-being of the Earth and its inhabitants. Today, the Earth, our common home is
suffering from both a climate and viral emergency that has been precipitated by
human activity. The indiscriminate exploitation of natural resources has created an
ecological crisis that threatens the future of our world.
The Amazon rainforest is a region where the quest for domination of the Earth and of
defenceless people is most evident. In response to Pope Francis’ concern for the
Amazon and its peoples, Development & Peace-Caritas Canada invites us in this
Way of the Cross to reflect on the crisis in the Amazon in the light of Jesus’ passion,
death and resurrection.

Thirteenth Station – Jesus Is Taken Down From The
Cross:CELEBRANT:  We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.
ALL:  Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
SCRIPTURE:  This child is destined... to be a sign that will be opposed – and a soul
will pierce your own soul too. (Luke 2:34-35)
MEDITATION:  A sword of pain pierces Mary’s heart when she holds the lifeless body
of her Son Jesus against her. In the Amazon, women mourn the death of a family
member murdered for defending their people’s land, forest and waterways. They also
cry for the devastated land, the destroyed forest and polluted rivers, because these
elements of nature are part of their family. Illegal activities in the Amazon rainforest
are also wreaking havoc on women and adolescent girls, who are subjected to
violence, prostitution, and human trafficking... But they are standing up and raising
their voices. Will their cries be heard?
QUOTE:  “Just as Mary’s pierced heart mourned the death of Jesus, so now she
grieves for the sufferings of the crucified poor and for the creatures of this world laid
waste by human power.” (Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, 241)
CELEBRANT:  Let us pray in silence for ways to be in solidarity with the grief and
pain of women and adolescent girls whose dignity is denied.
 

In Our Communities

 

Government Updates re Covid-19:

novascotia.ca/coronavirus

canada.ca/coronavirus
 

Why Seven Ears of Grain? 
As with all creations, it started with Genesis. Chapter 41 tells of Pharoah's dream

about seven ears of grain, some plump, some withered.  Joseph's ability to
understand God's message within the dream and share this with Pharoah enabled

them to prepare in years of abundance for the famine that followed.
Hearing, trusting, following and sharing God's message sustains us in times of plenty

and in times of trial.

Our weekly mailout shares word and deed of our faith in seven sections,
and circulates every seven days. May it continue to nourish your bulletins, calendars,

mind and spirit. 
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